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Tom Duncan’s love for sculpture began at age 4 when he was given a clay set by his aunt. Born in 
Shotts, a mining village about halfway between Glasgow and Edinburgh, Duncan spent his early 
childhood there until emigrating to the United States, specifically the Bronx, in 1947. After 
attending classes at the Art Students League and the National Academy of Art from 1959 to 1964, 
he began working for the New York Port Authority where he built architectural models, including 
the original iterations of the World Trade Center. Duncan has prowled the city’s streets and junk 
shops for the cast-off materials that enrich his creative vocabulary. Discarded toys, figurines, and 
mechanical bric-a-brac are integrated with elaborate handmade cabinets to depict dynamic scenes 
of real and imagined memory. The process of collection, selection, and fashioning is meticulous —
some of his larger sculptures have taken over twenty-five years to complete.  
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