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What to See at the Outsider Art Fair 2026 in New York

This year’s edition returns to the Metropolitan Pavilion with 68 exhibitors, smuggled Iranian pastels, a
fashion shop, and a 40 percent surge in demand
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utsider art has always had its devotees, but the 34th edition of the Qutsider Art Fair, returning to the

Metropolitan Pavilion March 19 through March 22, works at a different scale. Attendance surged by 40

percent last year. The vast majority of those visitors were first-timers. This year brings 68 exhibitors, a
new fair director, Elizabeth Denny, 13 debuting galleries, and two programming firsts: live performances and an

outsider fashion shop. Self-taught art, long sidelined by the mainstream, is pulling a crowd.

OAF owner Andrew Edlin shares a theory on outsider art’s allure. “The artists who are being shown were not

making the work for the most part for an audience,” he says. “It's more personal, it's more autobiographical. And


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstOxxgnlzT5jcMByTuYSFALkoeEl3_u8dzZeCSunXBWRT-XB3NjkqEtus1XaD0GcuT1IJLic1WbcWBmUsbwZeiaUDtg6OVewwhtwkwBZTncgbu56U6VtoAXHItRuGhqVVL2M2dz5EUeA-1JcwzXz6gntZN2Nc23irHTCJY8sLIpRGgTIo7-5ik9edETD7Y9Im6n7WDQLegj99U4Duw1iEJjqmptHiyHT_HT7UV0XQLtAdb42mcAa8ZDguYAM-mhdBqVUsHnNeuoJr3c_C1IB2JCx_ddReQ_snf--nik4wfx4ZMD1j696YAVVM_vzl6_TmURnxeex8_dBAyY_xVhenFaAaHsFdQuRNmVEa2diHJ-nE83J5tJIsXZk2bybBTHqAQnvu_mqMiAohxwugB6YemesDp4GmH-1pk_ByMkzQ&sai=AMfl-YQxhfCp1VMKtFasYWwQ2vdd21FsIF-9GEUPdm3i63n6yUW2pXACkrmg3wsrPwho6uEvWho7Q87K5zTnvC_ENUeOorNqI7KYKyxv6W7GoL8fk6QW4QbD-Hyl73ZX5oNax3gatY59iq1Da4rwpq5vvW8vOtFyyaAuQkRCj4mOxgUYun1ZJ_bySReIT-Sbcp5zUIgiyK067jRrxj4YaBp3kQeq28ipAVk_1XBM3Ma05Dq_-bMMzC4Nn3Gym0Q-M0FPPhJIFjgLQyFcQdhS1lojtOV2QCLRoA-IRjlN1Bn7Te9mUQx-rUlb8oA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzO4NvhWHfLtQ&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N2579614.4892135GALERIE/B34935407.442202855%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D635835072%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D251667034%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1&nm=1
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstOxxgnlzT5jcMByTuYSFALkoeEl3_u8dzZeCSunXBWRT-XB3NjkqEtus1XaD0GcuT1IJLic1WbcWBmUsbwZeiaUDtg6OVewwhtwkwBZTncgbu56U6VtoAXHItRuGhqVVL2M2dz5EUeA-1JcwzXz6gntZN2Nc23irHTCJY8sLIpRGgTIo7-5ik9edETD7Y9Im6n7WDQLegj99U4Duw1iEJjqmptHiyHT_HT7UV0XQLtAdb42mcAa8ZDguYAM-mhdBqVUsHnNeuoJr3c_C1IB2JCx_ddReQ_snf--nik4wfx4ZMD1j696YAVVM_vzl6_TmURnxeex8_dBAyY_xVhenFaAaHsFdQuRNmVEa2diHJ-nE83J5tJIsXZk2bybBTHqAQnvu_mqMiAohxwugB6YemesDp4GmH-1pk_ByMkzQ&sai=AMfl-YQxhfCp1VMKtFasYWwQ2vdd21FsIF-9GEUPdm3i63n6yUW2pXACkrmg3wsrPwho6uEvWho7Q87K5zTnvC_ENUeOorNqI7KYKyxv6W7GoL8fk6QW4QbD-Hyl73ZX5oNax3gatY59iq1Da4rwpq5vvW8vOtFyyaAuQkRCj4mOxgUYun1ZJ_bySReIT-Sbcp5zUIgiyK067jRrxj4YaBp3kQeq28ipAVk_1XBM3Ma05Dq_-bMMzC4Nn3Gym0Q-M0FPPhJIFjgLQyFcQdhS1lojtOV2QCLRoA-IRjlN1Bn7Te9mUQx-rUlb8oA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzO4NvhWHfLtQ&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N2579614.4892135GALERIE/B34935407.442202855%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D635835072%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D251667034%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1&nm=1
https://galeriemagazine.com/author/gtaubman/
https://www.outsiderartfair.com/
https://galeriemagazine.com/what-to-see-outsider-art-fair-new-york/
https://galeriemagazine.com/august-2024-gallery-shows/
https://galeriemagazine.com/

you know, I always thought that the more personal something is, the more universal. We can just relate to it”
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Feerie de Fete (1952) by Aloise Corbaz.
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This year’s fair leans into that relatability with expanded programming. Friday brings two performances and
three “OAF talks” to the fair, including a political satire from the Norwegian puppet theater group Wakka
Wakka. One of the fair’s two curated spaces, “From The North,” spotlights Inuit prints and drawings from
Canada. The space’s curator—a leading expert on Inuit art—will lead a panel discussion with the chief curator

of the Musée des Beaux-Arts de Montréal. “‘RUN STORE,” another curated space making its fair debut, is an

outsider fashion shop led by Susan Cianciolo, an artist and educator who revives her cult 1990s New York label

“Run” for the occasion.

(L R -
Bruno Pig (2025) by Robert Griggs.
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Untitled (1989) by Abraham Lincoln Walker.
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At Edlin’s own booth, neurodiverse artist Nicole Appel shows portraits that are less faces than full consortiums

of a person and what they love. Nearby are several works by visionary artist Abraham Lincoln Walker (1921-
1993), an evangelical speaker and house painter by trade who created over 800 paintings in near total solitude.
At the heart of the installation, an “art-brut masterpiece” by Aloise Corbaz (1886-1964) commands most of the
back wall.



Like Edlin himself, veteran outsider art dealers anchor the fair with heavy-
hitting names. One of just three galleries to have exhibited at the fair since its
1993 inception, Philadelphias Fleisher-Ollman features a drawing by Martin
Ramirez (1895-1963), widely considered a self-taught master. During the last
15 years of his life, Ramirez created nearly 300 drawings of astonishing
expression and clarity within the confines of DeWitt State Hospital, where he
underwent treatment for schizophrenia. New York’s Ricco/Maresca, another
of the original trio, presents works by several Outsider Art icons, such as
Henry Darger, Achilles Rizzoli, Grant Wallace, Bill Traylor, and Gus

Wilson—each recognized only after death. The booth also displays five new

works from London-based painter and psychiatric nurse Sarah Theresa Lee,

Artemis (1919-1925) by Grant Wallace.
whose domestic interiors tip into Hitchcock-grade horror. PHOTO: COURTESY OF RICCO/MARESCA

Then there is work that cuts closer to the present. At PULP, a newer gallery out of Holyoke, Massachusetts,
multiple works from the Iranian artist known by the alias Affsoongar were smuggled out of Tehran in recent
weeks, during wartime. While she cannot travel to her own exhibition spaces, the art quite literally takes on a
life of its own. Working in oil pastel on paper, Affsoongar—the name derives from the Farsi word for enchanter
—constructs an alter ego: an empowered Persian woman living freely in a vibrant parallel world, exempt from

religious and patriarchal restriction.

To Edlin, the individualistic range is the point. “It’s not a movement,” he claims, “It’s a genre. Each person is like
their own movement. There’s no compulsion to evolve, or to say, ‘What am I going to do for my next show?’

There’s just the compulsion to create”

The Outsider Art Fair runs from March 19 through 22 at the Metropolitan Pavilion, 125 West 18th Street, New
York, NY.
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